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round the villages searching for guns for which no
permits have been given. They say, too, that he
will come this way next month."
There was a short silence, and then Babehami
continued:
"It is five months, Silindu, since I told you to take
a permit for your gun, and you have not done so
yet. The time to pay three shillings has gone by,
and you will now have to pay four. The Korala is
a hard man, and the Agent Hamadoru will come
next month."
Silindu salaamed.
"Ralahami, I am a poor man. How can I pay
four shillings or even three? There is not a fanam
in the house. There was a permit taken two years
ago. You are my father and my mother. I will hide
the gun in a place that only I know of, and if it be
taken or question be made, is it not easy to say
that the stock was broken, and it was not considered
necessary to take a permit for a broken gun?"
But the argument, which before had been suc-
cessful with Babehami, now seemed to have lost its
strength.
"A permit is required. It is the order of Gov-
ernment. I have told you the Korala is a hard
man, and he is angry with me because I brought him